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Thank You for Coming

Three things cannot be long 
hidden:  The Sun, the Moon, 

and the Truth.

“
”



About Moms For Liberty

Williamson County Chapter

- National Organization, founded January 2021
- Williamson County Chapter founded April 6, 2021
- Presented CRT101 on May 19, 2021, to a crowd of 450
- Working to shine a light on Diversity-Equity-Inclusion (CRT) aspirations of WCS
- Became aware of issues with WCS Elementary Curriculum Apr 2021
- Formed “Wit & Wisdom Deep Dive Team” May 2021
- 30+ parents, 1200+ hours, and still counting
- Original date of this presentation was 15 June 2021 to a crowd of 300

Informing & Empowering Parents



Agenda

Who we are.  What brought us here.
Intro

Education Lingo and Current Buzzwords
Terminology

Explicit, Implicit, and Null Curriculum
Curriculum Review

How did Wit & Wisdom make its way into Williamson County Schools?
Adoption

Is it present in Wit & Wisdom?
Critical Race Theory

Wit & Wisdom – What’s all the Fuss About?
This journey started with a letter from the parents of a 2nd grade student

…who was suddenly ashamed of his skin color and his country.
Then more parents concerned about dark, inappropriate content.

Then more parents with children psychologically affected by Wit & Wisdom.
We couldn’t ignore it.

And so the MFL “Deep Dive” began.
We hope you will find this presentation helpful and informative.



Terminology

Lexile
A number assigned (25L-1200+L) to a student’s 
reading level.  The higher the lexile, the higher 
the student’s reading level.  Lexile does not 
pertain to age level of the reading topic

Trauma-Informed Pedagogy
Focuses on the “people doing the learning,” 
“empowering students”, avoid “triggering” 
discussions, provide “safe spaces”

Social Emotional Learning
Teaching your child how to “cope with 

feelings,” “manage emotions,” “develop 
identities”, “feel and show empathy”

Critical Race Theory
The division of students along racial lines.  

Individuals are divided into “oppressor” and 
“oppressed” groups based on skin color.



Types of Curriculum

Null 
Topics that are not taught.  

Examples:  Founding documents, History of 

Marxism, Positive Aspects of US History

Curriculum
Supplemental
Materials outside of the textbook approval 

process; no official approval required.  

Examples: Brain Pop, Achieve 3000, GALE 

Database

Explicit
The written word on the page.

Example:  Textbook or assigned reading

Implicit
Learning that occurs via other means.

Example:  Teacher’s Manuals, associated 

activities, repetition, ideologies



Wit & Wisdom
q English Language Arts (ELA) Curriculum
q Publisher: Great Minds, PBC
q Each grade is divided into 4 modules

q Fall:  Module 1 & 2
q Spring:  Module 3 & 4

q Curriculum Definition:  the lessons and academic content taught in a 
school. Curriculum typically refers to the knowledge and skills students are 
expected to learn, which includes the learning standards they are expected 
to meet; the units and lessons that teachers teach; the assignments and 
projects given to students; the books, materials, videos, presentations, and 
readings used in a course; and the tests, assessments, and other methods 
used to evaluate student learning.  (condensed from EdGlossary.org)



Suicide Ideation
1st Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Mean White People
Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

5th Grade

Cannibalism
1st Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

Common Threads in Wit & Wisdom K-5 

Extreme Emotion
Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Anti-Nuclear Family
1st Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade



Anti-America
1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade 

5th Grade

Graphic Death
Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Dark Imagery
Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Age-Inappropriate Topics
Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Common Threads in Wit & Wisdom K-5 



Age-Inappropriate Content 

Kinder-
Garten

Murder
Graphic Mating

Gender Fluidity

Anti-Police

1st

Grade
2nd

Grade

Anti-Fire Dept



Age-Inappropriate Content 

3rd
Grade

Torture

Anti-Church
Rape

Murder

Adultery

Gore

Alcoholism

Promiscuity, Harmful 
Relationships

4th
Grade

5th
Grade

Scalping/Skinning

Stillbirth

Excessive Violence



A LOOK AT 
WIT & WISDOM’S

EXPLICIT (& some Implicit) 
CURRICULUM 



Kindergarten
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Kindergarten 
Module 1





Page 319

Teacher’s 
Manual

Always a focus on negative 
emotions: “mad” and 

“frustrated”



Page 322-323
Teacher’s Manual



A Kindergartener probably focused on the 
waving people and Bojangles' dancing. But the 
Teachers Manual doesn't permit emphasis on 
the positive. 
It repeatedly emphasizes closed doors, and then 
further goes on to introduce racial oppression 
"because of the color of his skin." 
Also, what kindergartener is going to examine 
the "motives of the illustrator" when looking at 
pictures??

Page 322
Teacher’s Manual



GKM1 Teachers manual continues to emphasize 
the color of his skin and thereby emphasizes the 
color of the man who "looks mad." 
The Teachers Note admits that the word is too 
difficult for the students, but values the 
narrative over actual learning to read/write and 
directs the teacher to add it to the “Word Wall” 
without asking students to make the letter-
sound connection.

Page 323
Teacher’s Manual



1st Grade
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VIDEO: 
“Pygmy Sea Horses: 
Masters of Camouflage”,
Deep Look 2014



QUESTIONS
• How do sea horses mate?
• How do sea horses give birth?

KEY DETAILS & MAIN TOPIC
• Only the male sea horse can get pregnant.
• A male sea horse … give birth.
• The dad sea horse works hard to shoot out hundreds of babies.
• The main topic is how sea horses have babies. 

30

Teacher’s Manual



31



Instruct students to think of a scene from the text that showed how Irene 
was brave. They should then stand up and act it out silently. Call on a few 
students to share the scene they acted out.

• She leaves her safe, warm house to go out in a snowstorm just to deliver the 
dress her mom made.

• Irene walks through a snowstorm and keeps on going even though she’s hurt.
• It is dark and she is alone, but Irene keeps going.
• Irene fights with the wind.
• Irene gets buried by the snow and almost dies but then digs out of the snow 

Page 309
Teacher’s Manual
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Teacher’s Manual



Teacher’s Manual



There are 32 pages in this book and 22 of those pages have negative 
emotions on them.

The Teacher’s Manual is 506 pages and “feeling(s)” are mentioned 639 
times. 

• Mad/Angry - 154
• Sad- 79
• Scared- 19
• Heartbroken- 8
• Miserable- 7

✘

40

Summary - Teacher’s Manual

•Happy- 41
•Excited- 18
•Proud- 7
•Joy- 4
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2nd Grade



44 Module 2
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Page 257
Teacher’s Manual
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Page 49
Teacher’s Manual
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54

Example of texts at inappropriate 
lexiles for the grade level assigned.





























3rd Grade











Ø “Shark attack that took place at a very 
unexpected place--- a creek!”

Ø A 12-year-old boy was swimming, 
screamed, disappeared beneath the 
water.

Ø A man jumped in to drag “Lester’s lifeless 
body from the water”.

Ø Suddenly, the man felt something “bump 
his right leg”.

Ø When he reached down, he “realized 
part of his leg had been ripped away.”

Ø “They had been attacked by a shark!”
Ø Both the man and boy died.





















Pg. 62-63
Teacher’s Manual



G3M3 Teacher’s Manual pg. 90



4th Grade





We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.











Infidelity Suicide











Cannibal
Monster





Teacher’s manual pg. 91-
“This sophisticated cognitive work builds 
a foundation for critical thinking, 
including concepts related to social 
justice.”



The Teacher’s Manual for Walk Two Moons, gives 3 different warnings about the “emotionally mature material”.











5th Grade



Module 1: Cultures in Conflict



I saw myself riding into the soldiers camp 
with a torch, setting fire to their tents. I 
saw myself take aim with my rifle and 
shoot a soldier from his horse. I saw 
another soldier running across the 
meadow, and I shot him too. -page 17

We are surrounded by soldiers who are 
here to drive us from our homes or to kill 
us… -page 11

A soldier’s bullet went in the back of his 
shoulder and came out through his chest. -
page 42

So many bullets struck around us that 
my eyes smarted from the dust. -page 39

Soldiers shot at their heads and killed all 
except… -page 56

“Let the soldiers know we will kill them all. -
page 35

“He killed all of his soldiers.” -page 19

You are a fighter against those who 
want to kill you. -page 21

“Let us stay and kill them.” -page 24

“He once murdered a Ne-mee-poo 
who was crippled and could not walk. -
page 32

Crazy, he jumped down from his horse 
and was about to kill the old man.
Ferocious Bear took his knife away and 
threw him to the ground. -page 32

With a stone knife, he cut the monster’s
heart from its body. -page 50

He aimed carefully. The shot echoed 
through the quiet air and the antelope 
fell dead. -page 111

ViolenceModule 1: Cultures in Conflict



“Last night I saw myself killed. I do not 
turn back from death, but first I will kill 
some soldiers. My brothers, my sisters, I 
am telling you, we are all going to die.” -
page 53

He smashed his rifle butt into her 
face. -page 59

“But together we killed another white 
man who had whipped some of our 
people with a whip that had an iron 
tip.” -page 33

I turned quickly and saw Charging Hawk 
wiping the blood from his knife. My rifle was 
not loaded. Before I could pull the knife from 
my belt, I felt a noose slip around my neck. It 
drew tight and the world went black. -page 
115

The next bullet struck her in the 
chest. She staggered but made no 
sound. Somehow she got the gun 
from him and took careful aim and 
shot him in the face. -page 55

Then she took a bone needle and held 
it in the flame until it glowed. Swiftly, 
she grabbed my ear and thrust the 
needle through it. I screamed with pain 
and grabbed my ear. -page 121

When the gun spoke, the bullet would 
strike him squarely in the back. Slowly, I 
began to squeeze the trigger. Then my 
eyes filled with the sight of bodies 
strewn across the ground. I saw the dead 
people. -page 126

A bullet struck him in the head and he 
fell sprawled and silent on the ground. 
-page 105

Violence
Continued



The White Man
He hated the whites because his 
father was murdered by a white 
man, who had never been 
punished for his crime. Red 
Moccasin Tops, his cousin, hated 
the whites for the same reason. 
They lived for the day they would 
take revenge. -page 10

People talked against the whites and 
agreed that they were all enemies.
-page 64

...but when whites decided something was so, nothing could 
change their minds. -page 5

The white man smiled at me. I said to myself that he was a
wicked man and would kill me if he could. -page 74

“No daughter. We’re few and they are many. 
They’re locusts and they’ll devour us. - page 7

What you leave behind white scavengers will 
steal. -page 19

More than two hundred cows have been driven 
off by the whites since we came to the river 
and half that many horses. -pages 24-25

“We have heard that you have killed white 
men,” Ollokot said to Swan Necklace.
“We did,” he answered. “We killed two.” -page 
34

“I know the white generals are men with two 
faces and two tongues. -page 105



GoreModule 3: A War Between Us

Bodies boiled alive would wash ashore for 
days after. -page 24

Tied hand and foot to that wheel, spread 
eagle, was a soldier boy- no older than Noah. 
He was burned by the sun, and his tongue 
lolled out of his mouth. Around his neck a sign 
hung on a twine: THIEF -page 112

He starved to death because 
he couldn’t keep anything 
down. -page 120

Blood soaked through the stretchers from the 
stumps of legs until the gangplank ran with it. 
We heard the cries of the town and saw a boy 
who’d been shot full in the face. -page 135

These were the hands that had amputated 
Noah’s arm… And how many more arms and 
legs, how many thousands, through all the 
blood-slick years of war? -page 150

The swollen carcasses of dogs lay 
about, and even a dead horse half 
in a cut of water red with its 
blood. -page 109

Then I saw Noah’s left arm was 
gone. It was only a blunt wad of 
blood-soaked bandages, not 
longer than his elbow. -page 136

She saw their gray corpse faces 
eaten away by the fish. The 
bridal veil snagged in the brides 
skeleton shoulder. She saw their 
ghosts. -page 22

They were dying all around him, 
up and down the rows on the 
warehouse floor. And others had 
lost their limbs. -page 136



Drunkenness
He’s drunk that one. All men are 
drunkards! -page 35

Dr. Hutchins reported that half the 
Thirty-first were down with 
measles, and the other were half 
drunk. -page 98

They sat out on the gallery of an 
evening, smoking their El Sol seegars 
and drinking from small silver cups, 
and I doubt if it was medicine. -page 
120

The streets were already a churn of red 
mud when the three thousand tramped 
past us, some of them staggering 
drunk… -page 133

Some went about their business, but 
more of them were drunk- reeling 
drunk and fighting drunk and sleeping 
it off with their boots in the ditches 
and their heads cradled in filth. -page 
109

It was rum. “I had to get him drunk 
to take his arm,” the doctor said. “It 
was nearly off,” -page 136



Promiscuity, Relationship

She had a powerful effect on the 
male sex. -page 53

“If you go among men,” Calinda said, 
“she come in handy. She is meant for 
men.” -page 102

She switchin’ her skirttails up and 
down Front Street even as we 
speak. And the men in this town is 
starin’ holes in her, the brazen little 
hussy.” -page 78

“What men do best is walk away 
from women. Wars are handy for 
that.” -page 69

If you’re insinuatin’ my husband 
has any interest in that painted-up 
little floozy, I have only this answer 
to you, Mrs. Pruitt. I’ve held on to 
my husband, unlike some I can 
name.” -page 78

“She don’t know how restless small-
town men can get.” -page 78

Delphine pressed her feather fan against 
her bosom and cast great fringed eyes up 
at him. -page 89

A bouquet of artificial cabbage roses 
bloomed on her breast. -page 89-90







Module 4: Breaking Barriers Raymond’s Run



A DEEPER LOOK AT 
WIT & WISDOM’S

IMPLICIT CURRICULUM 



2nd Grade, Module 3
“Civil Rights Heroes”

January 4th – March 13th 2021
(9 Weeks)



• 9 weeks are spent focusing on injustice.
• Teacher’s manual mentions injustice 314 times in a book that is 478 pages
• “Develop a nonverbal signal for injustice”
• “Students should signal throughout the module as they hear examples of injustice.”
• Lesson on prefixes: injustice, unequal, inequality, unfair
• Lesson on suffixes: segregation
• Vocabulary lesson: protest, refuse, and marching
• Day 5: “What makes a good protest song?”

DAY 1
• “Point out the word injustice.”
• “Explain that unfair and injustice... mean the same thing.”
• “Injustice is a stronger word.”
• “Explain... how real people respond to injustice.”
• “Explore the word injustice.”
• “Reread...how can people respond to injustice?”
• “Echo read... What injustices did people face before the civil rights act of 1964?”
• “Point to the word injustice”

Injustice for 2nd Graders



• “Remind the class of the meaning of this word injustice”
• “Explain … read ... about people fighting injustice.”
• “Remind the class of the meaning of injustice.”
• “How can people respond to injustice?”
• What does injustice mean?
• “What do you remember about injustice?”
• “What do you remember about... how can people respond to injustice?”
• “What is an example of injustice?”
• “Record the word injustice”
• “Add their example of injustice.”
• “Investigate the injustices people faced and how they respond to injustice.”
• Day 12: “What might a just world be?”
• Day 32: How can “children” respond to injustice?
• Day 33: “How can responding to injustice impact the world?”
• Day 34: “Why is it important to respond to injustices?”
• “What happens if we don’t respond to injustices?”
• “What will you do to make the world a more fair, or just, place?”
• Emphasize: “The struggle for equal rights continues to this day.”

Injustice



Day 5:



Day 24:
"Children at the Mexican school are inferior to whites in personal hygiene ... and in their scholastic ability…
[Mexican children are] inferior in their economic outlook, in their clothing, and in their ability to take part in 
the activities of the school…white students are superior to Mexicans…”

These statements are NOT denounced as false in the pages that follow.

Day 27 & 28: 
These statements are read again and again. 
Students are asked to “write a ... narrative from the point of view of Sylvia as she listens” to these words. 
They must do this writing assignment twice.



Another example of 
innapropriate lexile for the 
assigned grade.  Teachers 
must read the story to the 
students for the next two 
lessons. 

Heavy emphasis on 
imagery of ”Separate is 
Never Equal.” 



Day 24 & 25:
Observe and discuss 

these illustrations



Day 24:
“A young white boy ... yelled, ‘Go back to the Mexican 

school! You don’t belong here!’”

Day 19:
“I see many white people yelling at us… Why are they 
being so mean? … I want to cry…”



Day 27:

Why did the Mendez family fight for desegregation?



After Sylvia’s family fought for desegregation, she says:

“I don’t want to go to that school anymore. 
The [white] kids are mean.”

Day 27:





Day 31:



Day 31:



Day 31:



Day 31:



Day 31:



Day 31:



2nd Grade



Day 1:

• “What do you notice about the images?”
• “They should notice and wonder about the images.”
• “Pause to give students extra time to notice the 

details of the photographs”



Teacher’s Manual points out 
and teaches the N-word.



Day 14:



Day 15:
Lesson on adjectives and adverbs.

To describe the white people again, the teachers are 
instructed to use:  “vicious” and “rudely”





Day 16

Write “a narrative from the point of view of Ruby Bridges

Day 21

Students “role play” one page of her experience.



Final page of the “The Story 
of Ruby Bridges”(1960) says  

nothing about the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, the 

subsequent progress of the 
country towards a “more 

perfect union” or the ideals 
of MLK, Jr., as spoken in the 

1963 “I Have a Dream” 
speech.  

Instead compares white 
people to the Roman 

soldiers responsible for the 
crucifixion of Jesus.



Day 30

Only two options:  students must write a narrative from the point of view of 
1) Sylvia Mendez or 2) Ruby Bridges, thereby reliving the emotional trauma of each experience.



Without seeing the teaching materials involved in this module, one cannot begin to grasp the high level of manipulation 
being inflicted upon the young minds of impressionable second graders who do not yet have the level of maturity or 
capacity to think critically, nor enough knowledge of US history and experience to provide adequate context to the narrowly 
focused WW lessons.

For 9 weeks, Wit & Wisdom focuses repeatedly and daily on very dark and divisive slivers of US history. The narrow and 
slanted obsession on historical mistakes reveals a heavily biased agenda, one that makes children hate their country, each 
other, or themselves.

The relentless nature of how these divisive stories are taught, the lack of historical context and difference in perspective,
and the manipulative way the lessons were designed to be taught all work together to amplify and sow feelings of 
resentment, shame of one’s skin color, and/or fear.

Targeting 7-year-olds with 34 daily lessons on past injustices is indoctrinating the next generation to hate America, a 
country in which the Wit & Wisdom curriculum is pushing them to believe is currently still unjust and oppressive. Without 
highlighting the positive accomplishments, like unity and integration, students fail to learn and appreciate the continual 
progress in America and the overall improvement of our country since the civil rights movement.

Anti-American Indoctrination



Could G2M3 Violate Anti-CRT Law?
HB0580/SB623

(1)
One race or sex is inherently superior to 

another race or sex

(6)
An individual should feel discomfort, guilt, 

anguish, or another form of psychological 

distress solely because of the individual’s 

race or sex

(8)
This state or the United States is 

fundamentally or irredeemably racist or 

sexist

(10)
Promoting division between, or 

resentment of, a race, sex, religion, creed, 

nonviolent political affiliation, social class, 

or class of people



What Happens when you Shame a Child?



This is What it Looks Like

(Photo withheld from internet distribution)



So….  How did 
Wit & Wisdom 

get into Williamson County 
Classrooms?



Approved ELA Adoption List
q 31 July 2018 – TN DOE adopts new ELA standards

q Publishers notified by 31 Dec 2018
q 16 Nov 19 – ELA Adoption List Published
q 6 Dec 19 – Wit & Wisdom (Grades 3-8) added
q 9 Dec 19 – WCS Textbook Review Dates 

published in InFocus
q 15, 21, 30 January
q 3, 6 February

q 5 Available K-5 Options for WCS in Dec 2019:
1. Amplify – CKLA*
2. Benchmark – Advance
3. LearnZillion – Expeditionary Learning
4. McGraw Hill – Wonders
5. Open Up – OUR Expeditionary Learning*

q Late Dec 2019/Jan 2020, TN DOE Wit & Wisdom  
expanded to K-8

*Piloted in LIFT Districts, priority for TN DOE



Wit & Wisdom NEVER passed TN Standards

q The Top 3 K-5 ELA Curriculums promoted by TN DOE
q Great Minds Wit & Wisdom
q Amplify CKLA 
q Open Up Resources – EL Education

q ”Piloted” in 17 LIFT Disctricts
q Heavily Promoted by TN SCORE (State Collaboration 

On Reforming Education)

What??



McGraw-Hill Wonders Passed 1st Review



Wonders Kindergarten Scoring Rubric
(1 of 20 sheets)



Wonders K-5, Initial Review



Wit & Wisdom Failed 1st & 2nd Reviews



W&W Kindergarten Scoring Rubric
(1 of 1 sheets)



Wit & Wisdom – 1st Grade



Wit & Wisdom – 2nd Grade



Wit & Wisdom – 3rd Grade



Wit & Wisdom – 4th Grade



Wit & Wisdom – 5th Grade



Amplify CKLA 2nd Round PAss



So….  How?



Dec 6

ELA Adoption List 
Published

Nov 16

• CKLA & LearnZillion Pass 100%
• Wit & Wisdom & Open Up Fail AGAIN
• DOE Overrules & declares approved 
• DOE changes Waiver Process for 

“materials already in use” to be 
approved despite failed reviews

Sep 28-29

• Re-review under 
watchful eye of DOE

• 2 Reviewers (vice 5 in 
initial review)

• Textbook Review Halted
• DOE Hired Johns Hopkins 

for “High Level” Review
• Fired all current reviewers
• Recruited new reviewers

July 2

Final Review Results:
All 3 programs used in 
SCORE’s pilot districts 

FAILED

Ju
ne

 1

• Jun 1 – Initial indication 
that piloted curriculum 
was failing

• June 3 – DOE notifies 
publishers of new 
scoring protocol

• June 11 – “Update to the 
scoring protocol” was 
unanimously adopted by 
Textbook Commission

2019 at the State Level
Ju

ne 3
Ju

ne 1
1 August 

Oct 1
Oct

Waiver Application 
Window Opens 
10/1 thru 1/15 Wit & Wisdom added to 

ELA Adoption List

Dec 30

Sumner Co submits 
waiver for W&W



33 TN Counties Waived for W&W

q TN DOE Contacted SCORE and LIFT Districts to 
announce a change in the textbook waiver 
process to include “materials already in use”

q Districts already using failed materials under a 
pilot program could continue doing so

q 70 waivers granted
q 33 for Wit and Wisdom
q Throughout 2020, TN DOE promised districts 

btn $16-$18 per student for using textbooks on 
the state’s approved list or those for which a 
waiver had been granted

q TN DOE then became its own publisher –
“creating” and providing the “free supplemental 
material” to prop up Wit & Wisdom
q Material actually written by CKLA

q 2019-2020 the TN DOE materially altered, 
without penalty, the approved adoption process 
to engineer approvals for repeatedly failed 
materials 



June

Mar 30

Public Textbook Review 
Dates:  Jan 15, 21, 30

Jan 15

WCS publishes 
Public textbook 
review days in 

ImPact (Jan 
15,21,30 and 

Feb 3,6)

Dec 9

Textbook Adoption 
Committee members 

submitted to Board for 
approval:

28 Teachers
26 parents

2019-2020 in Williamson County

Nov 18
Jan 21

Feb 2020

Mar 2

WCS Textbook 
Adoption Committee 
recommends Wit & 

Wisdom:
24 Teachers
10 parents

House passes Public 
Chapter 770

Penny Schwinn stripped 
of waiver authority

Jan 30

WCS Board votes 12-
0 to adopt

Waivers dissolve
1 Jan 23

HB507
Dec-Jan

Book samples delivered for
1. CKLA, 2. EL, 3. Wonders 

(6 copies per district, 5 
copies to review sites, 1 
copy to PD warehouse)

TNDOE grants 33 
waivers for W&W



Fe
b 3 

Fe
b 6

 Fe
b 1

3 

M
ar

 26Fe
b 1

7 

Fe
b 2

1
Fe

b 2
6

W
CS

 B
oa

rd
 vo

te
s 1

2-
0 

to
 

ad
op

t W
it 

 &
 W

isd
om

Fin
al

 D
ay

 fo
r t

ea
ch

er
s t

o 
vo

te
 

on
 cu

rr
icu

lu
m

W
CS

 T
ex

tb
oo

k R
ev

ie
w

 

Co
m

m
itt

ee
 vo

te
s t

o 

Re
co

m
m

en
d 

W
&W

 fo
r 

ad
op

tio
n

Pu
bl

ic 
Te

xt
bo

ok
 R

ev
ie

w

W
CS

 A
dd

s A
dd

’l P
ub

lic
 R

ev
ie

w
 

Da
y;

 T
ea

cje
rs

st
ar

t v
ot

in
g

Pu
bl

ic 
Te

xt
bo

ok
 R

ev
ie

w

Ad
di

tio
na

l P
ub

lic
 T

ex
tb

oo
k 

Re
vie

w
 d

at
e

Te
ac

he
r P

D 
Da

y

W
or

kb
oo

ks
 &

 TM
 re

vie
wed

W
CS

 W
ai

ve
r f

or
 W

&W
 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

W
CS

 A
pp

lie
s f

or
 W

aiv
er

Fe
b 1

8 

Fe
b 2

8
M

ar
 2 M
ar

 30

Mar 2020Feb 2020

W
it 

& 
W

isd
om

 d
isc

us
se

d 
at

 

W
CS

 B
oa

d
w

or
k s

es
sio

n

COVID-19   Kicks Off

TD
OE

 w
ou

ld
 o

ffe
r f

re
e 

su
pp

le
m

en
ta

l 

cu
rri

cu
lu

m
 if

 W
&W

 ad
op

te
d

Fe
b 8

 

M
ar

 12

TD
OE

 A
w

ar
ds

 $
8.

06
M

 

Co
nt

ra
ct

 to
 T

NT
P



June

Mar 30

Public Textbook Review 
Dates:  Jan 15, 21, 30

Jan 15

WCS publishes 
Public textbook 
review days in 

ImPact (Jan 
15,21,30 and 

Feb 3,6)

Dec 9

Textbook Adoption 
Committee members 

submitted to Board for 
approval:

28 Teachers
26 parents

2019-2020 in Williamson County

Nov 18
Jan 21

Feb 2020

Mar 2

WCS Textbook 
Adoption Committee 
recommends Wit & 

Wisdom:
24 Teachers
10 parents

House passes Public 
Chapter 770

Penny Schwinn stripped 
of waiver authority

Jan 30

WCS Board votes 12-
0 to adopt

Waivers dissolve
1 Jan 23

HB507
Dec-Jan

Book samples delivered for
1. CKLA, 2. EL, 3. Wonders 

(6 copies per district, 5 
copies to review sites, 1 
copy to PD warehouse)

TNDOE grants 33 
waivers for W&W



WCS Waiver Application

The only reason cited is the K-2 foundational skills 
curriculum.  WCS ultimately adopted the free TDOE 
version, which translates to monetary savings.



Why Wit & Wisdom – TN DOE?

Great Minds
Formerly Common Core, Inc., until Common 

Core went out of style.  Changed their name to 

Great Minds, LLC, then Great Minds, PBC*.   

Gates Foundation
$34M in Tennessee Education (2019), $17M to 

SCORE, Donor to Johns Hopkins, Great Minds, 

Ed Reports, Chiefs for Change, TNTP, Teach for 

America, and others

SCORE
SCORE TN has been pushing Wit & Wisdom 

since 2015, piloting it in 17 LIFT Districts, 

2020 Revenue was $20.7M 

Johns Hopkins
Ties to Great Minds Wit & Wisdom, Amplify CKLA

*Public-benefit corporation (PBC) is a term that has different meanings in different jurisdictions. In some cases, it is the technical term used for a traditional nonprofit 
charity or religious organization. In other locations it is the term used for a newer form of for-profit corporation most frequently called a benefit corporation. 



Why Wit & Wisdom - WCS?

“Highly Rated” by EdReports.org
When asked why a board member voted to 

adopt Wit & Wisdom, the most common reply is 

“It was highly rated by EdReports.org”

Could it be Ideology?
Social Emotional Learning.  Trauma Informed 

Pedagogy.  Diversity-Equity-Inclusion.  Social 

Justice.  Anti-racist teaching.   ….All the buzz.

“Free Supplemental Material”
Financial Incentive in the form of a SAVINGS 

(not a direct payout)  Possibly to the tune of 

$1.5M (FOIA request submitted)

$16-$18 per pupil
Throughout the 2020 State Budge process, TN 

DOE promised districts $16-$18 per pupil, 

which equates to $320K-$396K for Williamson 

County Schools



A Closer Look at Great Minds
From Ibram X. Kendi’s “How to be an AntiRacist”:  

“The only remedy to racist discrimination is 
antiracist discrimination. The only remedy to past 
discrimination is present discrimination. The only 

remedy to present discrimination is future 
discrimination.”



A Closer Look at EdReports.org





Gates Foundation in TN ($34M)
State Collaborative on Reforming Education

Received $17M over the last 10 yrs

SCORE pushed Wit & Wisdom - $

Donations to Great Minds PBC since 

2008 when it was Common Core, Inc

$285K to $66.8M in 13 years

SCORE

Great Minds

Ed Reports
Johns Hopkins

Chiefs for Change
Donations to Chiefs for Change

“Leaders of State and District Education” often 

facilitate public-private partnerships -$

Donations to Johns Hopkins

Johns Hopkins covers for Wit & Wisdom - $

Donations to EdReports.org

EdReports pushed Wit & Wisdom - $



MFL’s Take

Wit & Wisdom is Social Emotional Learning, 
with pockets of implicit Critical Race Theory

Wit & Wisdom never actually passed a single 
state textbook review

The potential detrimental effects of Wit & 
Wisdom on young minds is without question

The ”Educational-Industrial Complex” is big 
business to the tune of $7B per year in TN

The evidence of money, not what’s best for 
the children, being the driving factor behind 
Wit & Wisdom is overwhelming.  To say 
nothing of the ideology behind the money.

What ultimately matters, the  ONLY thing that 
matters:  OUR CHILDREN



Recap

Who we are.  What brought us here.
Intro

Education Lingo and Current Buzzwords
Terminology

Explicit, Implicit, and Null Curriculum
Curriculum Review

How did Wit & Wisdom make its way into Williamson County Schools?
Adoption

Is it present in Wit & Wisdom?
Critical Race Theory

So… Wit & Wisdom, What’s the Fuss About?
You as a parent, grandparent, educator, citizen, are free to 

draw your own conclusions.  Most of this information was not 
known or well known.  Over 15 parents of Moms For Liberty 

invested over 1200 hours of their time to bring it to light.

Our goal today: Inform and empower the PARENTS. 

What you do with that information is up to you.



Additional Resources:
Moms for Liberty WC Online Library of Research/Data: www.mflwillco.org/curriculum

YouTube playlist:  https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF3wKl7ldTOvEVMPsPI9iIQg1ySO8VxD8
Featuring videos 2-14 mins long with explanations of objections to how the material is taught.

http://www.mflwillco.org/curriculum
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF3wKl7ldTOvEVMPsPI9iIQg1ySO8VxD8




Thank You for your time

Moms for Liberty Williamson TN

@Moms4LibertyWC

@Moms4LibertyWC

Moms for Liberty Williamson County TN

www.MFLWillco.org


