
CALL TO ACTION: 
Franklin BOMA to Vote on
Pride Fest at Harlinsdale

April 11, 2023 



March 28 BOMA Public Comment

5:00 PM Work Session
• Over 30 citizens spoke
• Each had one minute to speak
• Vast majority against the approval of 

Pride at Harlinsdale Farm
• ~30 against, ~5 in favor 

• Speakers included
• Trish Lucente, founder of Parents 

Choice TN
• Robin Steenman, chair of Moms 

for Liberty WC 
• Miki Cutler, TN Chair of Gays 

Against Groomers
• Several local pastors
• Young and old, all walks of life



What happened to the Vote?

• During the 7:00 PM BOMA meeting (at the 46 minute mark) the BOMA addressed approval/disapproval 
of the permit of the Pride Festival at Harlinsdale Farm

• Ward 3 Alderman Jason Potts immediately motioned to defer the vote by two weeks in order to first 
address "Item 13.”
– Item 13 is Alderman Burger's Resolution 2023-25 on Community Decency (more on that)

• Ward 4 Alderman Patrick Baggett was quick to second the motion (no surprise there).
• Ward 2 Alderman Matt Brown expressed a preference to stop stalling and just get on with it.
• Ward 1 Alderman Bev Burger conceded some validity to both sides.
• Alderman At Large Brandy Blanton expressed a desire to go ahead and vote.
• Alderman at Large Clyde Barnhill expressed an understanding for deferment. 
• Aldermen Gabrielle Hanson and Ann Petersen did not comment on the motion. 
• A vote was taken on the motion to defer:  Approved by 5-3 vote

– Burger, Hanson and Blanton voting AGAINST

• Most in the room groaned at this outcome and interpreted it as a dodge.
• The issue will be taken up again TONIGHT.



What is Item 13?

• Resolution 2023-25 on Community Decency
– See next slide

• It appears more geared toward isolated acts in public spaces
or community events
- Examples:

- Someone decides to engage in lewd behavior on the town square
- Someone decides to dress inappropriately at Pumpkin Fest, Dickens of a 

Christmas, 4th of July, etc…

- Not meant to police an entire of festival of 5000+ attendees





What would that mean for Franklin PD?

• It asks an average “beat cop” to walk into a mass of 1000s of 
people traditionally hostile to police

• It expects that police officer to make a judgment on what is 
indecent and then cite/arrest in the middle of Pride Fest?

• To say that this resolution fixes Pride Fest is like putting a 
band-aid on a bullet wound

• This attitude is a sell-out of local police
• For the BOMA to hide behind the passing of this resolution is 

a sell-out of the Franklin community.
• We need our city leaders to LEAD FROM THE FRONT and 

not push off judgment calls onto local police



This has received national attention

The Tennessean
March 29

The Epoch Times
March 29

NBC News Online
April 10



Let’s Not forget…

• This is not about “Freedom of Speech”
• This is not about “Freedom to Love”
• This is not about “Community Acceptance”



Let’s Not forget…

• This is about Sexualized 
Performances at our city park.

• This is about the Sexualization of 
Children. 

• This is about holding Franklin 
Pride accountable for its actions 
in 2021 & 2022.

• This is about not allowing our 
community to be ripped apart as 
others have been.



In Summary

• We recommend support of this Resolution 2023-25.
• We do not recommend approval of Pride Fest at Harlinsdale
• We do not believe the resolution “fixes” anything for Pride Fest
• Franklin Pride has a record of indecent behavior at past events
– Drag Queens featuring ”The Blair Bitch” and “Vag”
– Sexualized performances in front of children
– At an event marketed towards youth



Public Comment at 5:00 PM
Stay for 7:00 PM Vote

• April 11 Work Session – 5:00 PM
– Public Comment

• April 11 BOMA Meeting – 7:00 PM
– No public comment on the issue
– Vote occurs here
– Your presence for the vote counts!

• Location:  Franklin City Hall (Downtown Franklin), 109 3rd Avenue South
• To Participate in Public Comment:  

– Show up early (well prior to 5:00 PM) and take a public comment card. 
– Hand to city official.  
– You will have to provide *an* address for public record. 
– Be prepared to speak for 1 minute

• GET THERE EARLY!  (4:15 PM)



Email, Call & Text

• Franklin Mayor – Ken Moore - ken.moore@franklintn.gov
• Ward 1 Alderman – Bev Burger - bev@aldermanburger.com, Beverly.burger@franklintn.gov
• Ward 2 Alderman – Matt Brown - matt.brown@franklintn.gov
• Ward 3 Alderman – Jason Potts - alderman.potts@franklintn.gov
• Ward 4 Alderman – Patrick Baggett - patrick.baggett@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Ann Petersen - annpetersen@comcast.net
• Alderman At Large – Clyde Barnhill - clyde.barnhill@franklintn.gov –
• Alderman At Large – Brandy Blanton - brandy.blanton@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Gabrielle Hanson - gabrielle.hanson@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Gabrielle Hanson - gabrielle.hanson@franklintn.gov
• City Administrator – Eric Stuckey- Eric.Stuckey@franklintn.gov

https://www.franklintn.gov/government/board-of-mayor-aldermen
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Continue to review 
original call to action



CALL TO ACTION: 
Franklin BOMA to Vote on
Pride Fest at Harlinsdale

March 28, 2023 



Pride Fest at Harlinsdale Farm

• Approval/Disapproval of Franklin Pride’s permit request
• Started in 2021, Drag Queens both years
– Drag shows violated city ordinance and existing state obscenity law in prior 

years
• TCA §7-51-1401, 1407

– Drag shows will violate new state obscenity law, effective on April 1
• SB3/HB9 (now held up by federal judge)

• Promised no drag shows in 2023
• Marketed as “family friendly”
• Marketed toward children with “youth activity tent”
• Marketed toward teens with “teen activity tent”



Considerations

• We stand against the pushing of GENDER IDEOLOGY on minors.
• We stand against the sexualization of children.
• Franklin Pride, in concert with PFLAG Franklin, Wilco Iris, PRISM, and the 

numerous high school Gender-Sexuality Alliances (GSAs), pushes both.
• Such an event more appropriate for private property, not city property.
• Though Franklin Pride commits to no sanctioned drag shows, they cannot 

control the actions or exhibitions of their attendees.
• Their city permit application specifically mentions marketing towards 

“youth” and “teens”
– Sexualized messaging specifically for minors = grooming

• These organizations directly feed the current trans ”social contagion”
– “Social Contagion” omits the small percentage of youth who actually experience

clinically diagnosed gender dysphoria



Franklin Pride’s Permit Application



“No Drag Show” does not control actions/dress of attendees
to an event centered around sexuality



Franklin Pride’s permit application.
City staff recommend approval.



2022 Drag Performers

The Blair BitchHanukah Lewinsky

Justine Van De Blair

Shelby La Banks



At an Event Marketed as…

• …family friendly
• …with youth and teen tents
• …featuring kids activities
• …and “free hugs.”



A closer look at one of last year’s performer

• “The Blair Bitch”
• All photos from 

Instagram account
@blairbitchnyc









Yes, this affects kids.



This is not “free speech.” This is an agenda.







The adults of Franklin Pride demonstrated an 
extreme lack of judgment in promoting such a 

performer as “family friendly” and targeting minors 
with youth activities on city property where “The 

Blair Bitch” and others were performing.



The following diagrams are taken from the 
“Gender Ideology Pipeline” Presentation

Available on YouTube
channel:  MFL WC or 

@Moms4LibertyWC





The City of Franklin should recognize that this decision, though seemingly 
small and inconsequential, is actually a very significant part of enabling the 

gender ideology pipeline to flow into Williamson County.  There is 
considerable funding and political power behind these organizations. It 

would be appropriate for the City of Franklin to recommend this event for 
private property.



Email, Call & Text

• Franklin Mayor – Ken Moore - ken.moore@franklintn.gov
• Ward 1 Alderman – Bev Burger - bev@aldermanburger.com, Beverly.burger@franklintn.gov
• Ward 2 Alderman – Matt Brown - matt.brown@franklintn.gov
• Ward 3 Alderman – Jason Potts - alderman.potts@franklintn.gov
• Ward 4 Alderman – Patrick Baggett - patrick.baggett@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Ann Petersen - annpetersen@comcast.net
• Alderman At Large – Clyde Barnhill - clyde.barnhill@franklintn.gov –
• Alderman At Large – Brandy Blanton - brandy.blanton@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Gabrielle Hanson - gabrielle.hanson@franklintn.gov
• Alderman At Large – Gabrielle Hanson - gabrielle.hanson@franklintn.gov
• City Administrator – Eric Stuckey- Eric.Stuckey@franklintn.gov

https://www.franklintn.gov/government/board-of-mayor-aldermen
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Public Comment at 5:00 PM, stay for 7:00PM Vote

• March 28 Work Session – 5:00 PM
– Public Comment

• March 28 BOMA Meeting – 7:00 PM
– No public comment on the issue
– Vote occurs here
– Your presence for the vote counts!

• Location:  Franklin City Hall (Downtown Franklin), 109 3rd Avenue South
• To Participate in Public Comment:  

– Show up early (well prior to 5:00 PM) and take a public comment card. 
– Hand to city official.  
– You will have to provide *an* address for public record. 
– Be prepared to speak for 1 minute

• GET THERE EARLY!  (4:15 PM)


